GCSE History

Teaching and assessing interpretations

Germany 2024 exam paper — interpretations

Interpretation 1: From The Third Reich, A New History by M Burleigh, published in 2000.

Goebbels, as Minister of Propaganda, aimed to spread Nazi ideas in a variety
of subtle ways in daily life. For example, photographs in magazines showed
the Flihrer laughing on the telephone or admiring cars on display at the
Automobile Show. Radio broadcasts created an emotional tone, using fanfares
and warlike music.

Mass rallies, such as those at Nuremberg, were a combination of popular
celebration, military parade, political meeting and sacred ceremony. These

rallies were spectacular, themed events, reflecting how the Nazi regime wished
to see itself.

Interpretation 2: From Coercion and Consent in Nazi Germany, an article by R Evans,
published in 2007.

The main technique used to create terror was the use of the law. It was against
the law to belong to any political group apart from the Nazi Party. It was also

illegal to tell jokes about Hitler and illegal to spread rumours about the
Nazi government.

The police had the legal power to open people’s letters and listen to phone
calls. The police could also imprison people without trial. For example, in 1933,
100 000 people were imprisoned without a trial. New laws were passed to
extend the use of the death penalty.
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Question 3b — how interpretations differ

Question

3 (b) Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about Nazi methods of
controlling the German people in the years 1933-39. What is the main difference
between these views? Explain your answer, using details from both
interpretations.
Target: Analysis of interpretations (how they differ).
AO04: 4 marks.

Level Mark Descriptor
No rewardable material.

1 1-2 « Limited analysis of the interpretations is shown by the extraction or paraphrase
of some content, but differences of surface detail only are given, or a difference
of view is asserted without direct support.

2 3-4 « The interpretations are analysed and a key difference of view is identified and

supported from them.

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3).

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’” deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. The indicative content below is not prescriptive and other relevant
material not suggested below must also be credited.

* A main difference is that Interpretation 1 suggests the Nazis were able to control Germany through
propaganda, which ensured that Nazi ideas were spread to the people. Interpretation 2, on the
other hand, emphasises the Nazi creation of a police state, using the law to control people’s
behaviour.

Exemplar answer 1
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Question 3c —why interpretations differ

Question

3 (<) Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about Nazi
methods of controlling the German people in the years 1933-39. You may use
Sources B and C to help explain your answer.
Target: Analysis of interpretations (why they differ).
AO04: 4 marks.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 Mo rewardable material.

1 1-2 « A simple valid explanation is offered but displaying only limited analysis. Support
for the explanation is based on simple undeveloped comment or on the selection
of details from the provided material or own knowledge, with only implied
linkage to the explanation.

2 3-4 = An explanation of a reason for difference is given, analysing the interpretations.
The explanation is substantiated effectively.

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3).

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates” deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. The indicative content below is not prescriptive. The examples below
show different approaches to explaining difference, any one of which may be valid. Other valid material
must be credited.

e The interpretations may differ because the authors may have given weight to different sources. For
example, Source C illustrates the use of the radio to convey messages, which provides some
support for Interpretation 1 about various propaganda techniques used by Goebbels, while Source B
gives some details about the systematic use of surveillance by the Nazi Party to contral all aspects
of people’s behaviour and provides some support for Interpretation 2, which emphasises the use of
the legal system to investigate and control people’s behaviour.

« The interpretations may differ because the authors emphasise different techniques used to control
the German people - Interpretation 1 focuses on the use of propaganda to persuade people to
conform while Interpretation 2 emphasises the development of the police state to monitor behaviour
and force people to obey.

# They may differ because the authors have a different approach to explaining Nazi policies—
Interpretation 1 is suggesting Nazi control was done in a positive way, implying people were willing
to conform to Nazi ideas, whereas Interpretation 2 is suggesting people were controlled in a
negative way, through the state’s legal powers and coercion.
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Exemplar answer 2
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Q3d Interpretations essay

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
1 1-4 » Answer offers simple valid comment to agree with or counter the

interpretation. Limited analysis of one interpretation is shown by selection
and inclusion of some detail in the form of simple paraphrase or direct
quotation. Generalised contextual knowledge is included and linked to the
evaluation.

2 5-8 » Answer offers valid evaluative comment to agree with or counter the
interpretation. Some analysis is shown in selecting and including details
from both interpretations to support this comment. Some relevant
contextual knowledge is included and linked to the evaluation. An overall
judgement is given but its justification is insecure or undeveloped and a
line of reasoning is not sustained.

3 9-12 « Answer provides an explained evaluation, agreeing or disagreeing with the
interpretation. Good analysis of the interpretations is shown indicating
difference of view and deploying this to support the evaluation. Relevant
contextual knowledge is used directly to support the evaluation. An overall
judgement is given with some justification and a line of reasoning is
generally sustained.

4 13-16 | . Answer provides an explained evaluation reviewing the alternative views in
coming to a substantiated judgement. Precise analysis of the
interpretations is shown, indicating how the differences of view are
conveyed and deploying this material to support the evaluation. Relevant
contextual knowledge is precisely selected to support the evaluation. An
overall judgment is justified and the line of reasoning is coherent,
sustained and logically structured.

The interpretation to be evaluated suggests that the Nazis controlled the German people through
legal coercion and the creation of a police state.

Relevant points from the provided material and own knowledge which support the claim made in the
interpretation may include:

« Interpretation 2 explains that the police had legal powers to investigate and intimidate people.

« Interpretation 2 suggests that the state had wide-ranging powers to investigate people’s attitudes
and punish any signs of dissent.

e« The Nazis systematically eliminated sources of potential opposition from other political parties,
trade unions, the Churches and the army.

e The first concentration camp was opened at Dachau in March 1933.

 ‘People’s Courts’ were set up in 1934 to try people accused of crimes against the state, showing
that legal intimidation was a key element in Nazi control from the start.

Relevant points from the provided material and own knowledge which counter the view may include:

» Interpretation 1 shows that Goebbels controlled information reaching the public through a range of
media.

« Interpretation 1 illustrates the positive aspects of the Nazi regime that were presented to the
people in propaganda.

e Goebbels” Ministry of Propaganda controlled aspects of culture, such as the theatre, films,
literature, music atc.

« MNazi propaganda targeted various groups in society in order to portray Nazi rule as beneficial, and
celebrated achievements, such as in the economy and the Berlin Olympics, in order to maintain
popular support.

« Ownership of radio sets dramatically increased during the 1930s.
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Exemplar answer 4

¥
Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be
assessed in part (d).

(d) How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about Nazi methods of controlling the
German people in the years 1933-397

Explain your answer, using both interpretations and your knowledge of the

historical context.
(16)
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yTotal for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)
(Total for Question 3 = 36 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 36 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 52 MARKS
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Exemplar answer 6 (16 marks)

Purple underline = evaluation of views and judgement
Yellow underline = analysis of interpretations
Green underline = contextual knowledge
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Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be
assessed in part (d).

(d) How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about Nazi methods of controlling the
German people in the years 1933-39?

Explain your answer, using both interpretations and your knowledge of the
historical context.
(16)

AN Yhe Yeots \OBY - 3Q, e pedtblavai M0iMeONG
A4 Neconbron oned . He (e (M pmp\mum

FOLOOMOUAS T\ M(if\% popu)m'xr\é SoC e,
party DG OMABINAG (et A whidh
__.}&.'.x.s.&&.s 000 o e 000 g,wﬂmmm
LSOONIVE, 600N S0 (loUnA - ofgue #hodk (o mmt\_
BTNV . @& Mm« LOOOL . AL FIOML.. oMRANNG, ...
JesroC, 000 LAY HAL Lo 4D nitgade LS.

M vedio, HADIGION.. 0N (UL 0RO A
BCEAY ' SR TN RNV (N VU VT Vo S (T 0V o T

WOuML  aspues HA0kin hxuc Haa oAt Sucessbul

Mthm mmu Louldh aﬁymm
~conkrOl M Geamon. Poople  (olaalr ) mwmwdq

\.

Inkcpoekonon..... . oyes. KA Vi ot " e
e feChiigie ugd 0 oneaky ﬁexm(um

o e ot ™ mwmﬁmr@&memmm
_hak bu NN, JE(01.., 0 mxmuah upeeQ

GCSE History Interpretations — delegate booklet

© Pearson Education 2025

Version 2.0

Page 12 of 16



H\u A, Mol (ONO) WA wum TM

| ok 1 Roal 12%% dhe ||
ENODS was foundad . La by GORGAY byt |

0ty tonded o be conmoled Y
H\Mmm o bownm were o o0t QDL;(.R

-pownceCan ik, e oouu. M cmm\ opm\
@Qop\.n..f umn O UCRA 1O PhOIe A
b _Inveqpemhon 1. The exigenc of. |
ﬂNL (mma &L,QM g hwoehd  DgnEOA i |
v ) 0000 sm&gw w:m Inkesorermhon 2's

wwoum rsd gm ........ gur pang... |
(Y\pnsor\!d\ @mmgx‘r A0 (At R0l they . |
PN FAOm.. G0N, SuggelbAY. iolaan. [RAL. Loud
gt e e O OO 10 M. oDl
oo at Hhe leavapo  floged e souafg A
el gy His s idea @ L mw“bezrg |
uﬂﬂlmmmumia—jf,or\hmtrsymnm |2
i the  exiteng. of. He. cerian  Lawels. Font.
“|.paeant. . Memummwmwm ‘
WMNH’IW e0ungfo N2 bel Q&4 _____________ __

J

GCSE History Interpretations — delegate booklet Version 2.0
© Pearson Education 2025 Page 13 of 16



- —
bty upneA een 0 @ort(oom . Thif Sonoly,

Soppodty. ineLpeRbaNON. 1S Ve, bemmc ik
highlignis. hew. Mo ows odfered pe tiipls afdk
xmnmxuumxsk A Qe wok. . 9adurg. fo

| 100,000 peqle leeing ionprisionad wrrmmt a
|rod in 1453, Trom s enidone if i€ ol
W0k ¥y bha. exaenk . of. bt MK con be
[-fovndin . ntelpferaven 2 gk Hregee. it

| s qononad t0. agres  shongy. with. RO i emoott
| ndecpremdton. 2 hOlda. rowener , Hhe to0s. of
| -IdeLpcRmiiOn.. damm. ' YTV ST Y VIR TN
(OGN, O HOXe. A OJUNR) A0 WO

| et re conmition. 4 @u\u Mt odA o) Nazi...
| won. w@e ek Euo.m ﬁ:uu _open recoam&c
| i and . inolees.. .. AULOCTRAL
|one c.m&o\ Qge oW JJ
AV AV BT . M N

| conunge ) Nmmmmg ....... agru Witk

| -ntex prefo 01\ 1,’ LR A AU QoA

| derprebshon I Stakos. f0. viou. that precogenda
| ande coMOA WA, wetth waxmm
| e0ydoud ey Of b0, poople  uagre i
[ ok the mettimportant . mmomu ,,,,,,,,,, Noal

GCSE History Interpretations — delegate booklet Version 2.0
© Pearson Education 2025 Page 14 of 16



w

mmmmm )M wiited fechvel tges fo
RO OO 0 BN, PR, aoﬁmr\q
il 0 00 A YoM, \mtrm& BN S
One uttiveko . nokhuod o kol butr.memk
1(10.%

Bu(mm (RS 10 thane 00 4 mmbmhmm’
JWomcm nmhmm DO, POMNCL. rwmhr\a
QmQL 5&(_{\9_(& 0 00NAONAM T]{\L A0J0RA . Be cam |
o post o (oloan Glizons' livea and_were
w\ unnacCodnle. eanens o s T ool W

NN O ~offelive osal gt

,mﬁ @{ N Nagis' el fO. (ol 0e/ien
peoplein. wargola.y Jivea. Mo, _Ryloigh. . 0efess
fo. vogoqing oot (A0 lroodconts" 04
...... :mporrwu mathoda_veedl by (ogbbels ., MIAISKS. .
of _fropaganda. , Fo_establich  conkO! in 0000e: .
....... weny 00y e . Lopoganda. o 50N NRMWIE
oo NOW (WK QL. !’ww YOI | VIV S 1A
i wea bIm:Lc.w on . MQQWS i bl
oA B AP —toldh—fo—p e pfonlumnw

(Total for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)
(Total for Question 3 = 36 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 36 MARKS
Ca\\, on P Q-p of TOTAL FOR PAPER = 52 MARKS
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Examiner comments:
This exemplar was awarded 16 marks. Notice that contextual knowledge is relatively brief
but precise and used effectively to support the evaluation of the interpretations. Students
should also know that they can use details from the sources as contextual knowledge.

Some students write extra paragraphs comprising solely contextual knowledge which is not
being used to evaluate the interpretation. This is not necessary. Please note the marking

instructions for Q3d in the mark schemes: ‘No credit may be given for contextual knowledge
unless it is linked to evaluation of the interpretations.’
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